Irish Housing Network-Submission R2W
The Irish Housing Network is a collection of grassroots housing and homeless action groups working together. Our submission focuses purely on housing, as that is our remit. It consists of a brief general introduction which summaries are perspective and the list of demands that fleshes what the network stands for. We consider these demands a work in progress or a lived documents, which communities and those affected by the crisis should and will build up over time. 

Introduction
Firstly the Irish Housing Network welcomes the Policy Principles set out by Right2Water and the call for input from the widest possible number of groups. We feel that democracy, a respect for difference of opinion and respect in the upmost for those affected by the crisis and the empowerment of those affected as key to any project be it a grassroots groups, networks and anything else.
Fundamentally we see housing as a right. This means that all people in this country should have access to housing. This means housing, a home, should be of an adequate quality and should be embedded in a community. That housing as such is the bedrock of dignity and respect. 
The provision of housing we also feel must move away from market based provision. Social housing, co-ops, reclaimed building and any form of housing that both embeds housing as a right, that builds community and take housing away from the market is a positive step. This is crucial. We see it that there is no middle ground here. There are two forms of housing one based on need, one based on a home the centre of family and society and the other based on housing as a commodity, an asset to be bought and sold. Housing as a commodity destroys the home, it has brought crisis after crisis on Irish society. We cannot both support landlords and developers with subsidies and support homes and housing based on need. We cannot bought support financial institution speculation and housing based on need, the home. 
The demands below go into more detail on these issues. They cover both immediate measure (no evictions, tenant’s protection, vacant property turn over, homeless support) and the more long term goal of providing housing based on need and outside the market. Such efforts must be bold and clear. They must be a radical common sense.  

Housing Demands
No Evictions
1. No evictions.  Families and individuals in their primary residences, be they social, private rental or owned property should not face eviction.
      Housing based on Need
2. All housing should be of a quality and affordability so that all can access it and live with dignity and decency
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Housing provision should shift away from the market towards state, social,  community and non-market based provision
4. Social Housing Should be built immediate to accommodate need
5. Vacant property should be turned over based on need
6. NAMA properties should be immediate turned over to provide homes and community and public spaces and facilities 
      Tenants Protection
7. Tenants Protection. Rent Controls should immediately be implemented
8. Tenants Protection. Tenants should have security of tenancy, no probation and secure and quality conditions as right.
9. Tenants Protection. Landlords should not be able to reject rent allowance, housing assistant payment or any other rent support. 
10. Tenants Protection. A Tenants Union should not only be recognised but actively encouraged as a means of protecting and organising tenants.
    Squatting Rights
11. Squatting Rights. When spaces have been empty for 6months that there is a right to reclaim them for housing and community use. 
12. Squatting Rights. When reclaimed homes and space have been put to use for 3 years they should owed by those who have lived and worked them
    Homelessness
13. Homelessness. Homeless support funding should be increased and homeless support services should be an immediate right not an emergency last hope   
14. Homelessness. Homelessness support service should exist based on the needs of local areas and communities not centralised to large urban centres.
Housing as part of the Community
15. Homes exist in a community. Therefore the provision of housing must be meet with adequate and accessible community’s resources, education and health, community facilitates and spaces to live and enjoy recreation time. The needs of families and children should be particularly meet along with those most vulnerable in society. 



